CONTACT

Old Fullerian
This has been and continues
to be a very exciting period
for the OFA, as we gear up
for the decade ahead of us. It
will of course be very
different from the one that
has just past! To prepare the
OFA for these forthcoming
changes the
Association has drawn up a
Business Plan covering three
key areas that all start with S.
The first S is Sales - we need to drive up our
Membership numbers through offering our
members more and more value in becoming and
remaining as members of the OFA.
Our second S is Social Networking - the world post
school is an ever changing environment and whom
you know is becoming more and more important
than what you know. Long term employer careers
are over-redundancy, downsizing, leaner
organisations are sadly the norm in any chosen
career path and continuing to develop yourself
and gain knowledge in this turbulent world will
have to rely on maximising on your networking
with valuable contacts and there is no better
contacts list than the OFA.
Our third S is Succession - the OFA's DNA needs
to represent and appeal to the complete cross
section of our current and future membership and
we need a high octane mix of new blood and old
head experience both on the OFA Committee and
the various sports/membership groups associated
with the OFA.
A key pillar in our 3 S's Plan is the launch of our
new OFA Website that is currently stepping us up
from a locally focused Association to one that can
reach out to many more members across the
Globe.
Imagine a website that takes the best bits from
'Friends Re-United' coupled with 'Linkedin' and
'Facebook' all rolled into one and you have the
blueprint of our ambitions with the OFA website.

For example we are constructing on the website
currently;
• A University Wikipedia section whereby current
undergraduates feedback on the plus's and
minuses of the Universities they currently
attend - invaluable in this overly informed
University marketplace!
• A Careers section whereby those leaving
School, University or changing Career can be
put in touch with Old Fullerians' in a position to
influence recruitment within their own
company/institution - invaluable when
Companies generally are inundated with job
applications!
• A Virtual Shopping Mall section where Old
Fullerians' can offer up their professional
services to OFA members - hopefully at a
discount - an invaluable 'yellow pages' when
you are looking for services from Dentistry
right through to private Jet Hire!
My role and that of the OFA Committee last year
had been to devise the 3 S's Plan and this year is
about delivering on our promises laid out in the
Plan. It has been an incredibly hectic year working
with the School and the various sports/groups
linked to the OFA, preaching our message and
ensuring that all our partners sign up to our future
Vision for the OFA. I would personally like to
thank all involved for their hard work.
I would of course like to hear from OF's re any of
the initiatives mentioned above. If you are a
current undergraduate please contact me - if you
are in a position to influence recruitment in your
company please contact me and if you would like
your business services to reach a data base of 700
and growing please contact me....

These are exciting times for the Association. Since
our last edition, much progress has been made on
the social scene and an enlarged website.
The Chairman in his message has outlined plans to
assist members, be they at university, seeking a
university place or job seeking.
Any comments or suggestions relating to the
above will be welcome.

As previously mentioned, we rely on contributions
from members of all ages. Particularly of interest
would be recollections, anecdotes and experiences
from those overseas members.
May I thank those members who have sent
contributions, some of which are included in this
edition and in particular thank Peter Holden for his
continuing support and effort.
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Forthcoming Events - Please check the website for details
Friday 29th April ........................ 30th anniverary celebrations of the Football Club at the New Field
Wednesday 4th May.................... Golf Society Spring Meeting at Aldwickbury Park Golf Club, Harpenden
Thursday 5th May....................... School Founder’s Day Service at St Mary’s Parish Church, Watford at 1.30 pm
Thursday 9th June....................... Golf Society v OMT Golf Society at West Herts Golf Club
Friday 17th June......................... Golf Society v Old Albanians’ Golf Society at West Herts Golf Club
Friday 24th June......................... “The Pete Ausden Trophy”, The Golf Society v The School at West Herts Golf
Club
Saturday 25th June..................... The Cricket Club v The School at The School
Friday 8th July...................... The Golf Society Long Driving Competition at The New Field
Friday 22nd July.................... Evening River Trip on the Thames, starting from Windsor
Wednesday 3rd August........... The Cricket Club v The Chairman’s XI at the New Field
Friday 9th September............ Inter Schools Golf Festival at Highgate Golf Club (the Golf Society will
be entering a team)
Wednesday 5th October.......... Golf Society Autumn Meeting at West Herts Golf Club
Friday 14th October............... The Autumn Quiz Evening

Spring Quiz Evening

The O.F.A. Den

Seven teams competed at the White House
Hotel on Friday 25th March and enjoyed an
evening of easy and not so easy questions
accompanied by an excellent buffet supper.

Based on the BBC TV series “The Dragons’ Den” our
first Den was held in the James Theatre at the School
on Thursday, 7th April.

The winning team was headed by Mike England
and we expect him to defend his title at the
October meeting!
My thanks to Joel Godwin for his invaluable
assistance prior to and on the night

Thanks are due to Bobby Shome and Roger Faires for
their initiative in introducing this and to Jonathan
Shafe, Master in Charge, for his exceptional efforts
with teams from year 10 at the School and their
presentations.
The Association offered £2000 for initiatives aimed at
helping the School and there were four presentations
based on:
(a) installing a mounted projector system in the
theatre and moving the “Pasta King” queue.
(b) improving the facilities for the storage of bicycles
(c) introducing a tag rugby tournament, and

The website has been up now for almost two
years and we have plans for new facilities. The
first is a “market place” where members may
advertise their services or even job vacancies.
The second is very similar in that they may
offer voluntary advice as a mentor. We would of
course need volunteers to offer this service
and make it work. The third will be a series of
forums where those at university may relate
their experiences to assist those that follow
them to make the right decisions. Please watch
the web where in due course more details will
be available. In the meantime, if you have any
ideas, please let us know either by email or by
using the existing forum.

(d) “Wattsave”, lower the school’s electricity bills,
reduce CO2 emissions, introduce sensors etc.
The presentations were well given and well received by
the large audience present, and the “Dragons”, namely
Russell Deane (Chairman O.F.A.), A. McGinty (School
staff), Roger Faires (O.F.A.), Effie Stevenson (School
fund raising director) and Simon Gallow (Head Prefect)
retired to consider their verdict.
The result was a prize of £1200 for the “Wattsave”
project, presented solely by Elias Taylor and £800 in
respect of moving the “Pasta King” queue, a method
whereby delays in the serving of foods would be
overcome.
This was an enjoyable and interesting “Den” - to be
repeated.
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O.F.A. Football Club 30th Anniversary Celebrations
This year marks 30 years since the Old Fullerians A.F.C. first took to the football pitches of Watford. With the
help of the Old Fullerians Association, the Football Club are organising a family orientated event to celebrate
which will take place on Friday 29th April, 2011.
The plan is for a "Legends Game" to kick-off at 3.00pm, giving former players an opportunity to dig out their old
boots and shin pads and play with and against former team mates in a leisurely exhibition of "Champagne Football".
Following on at 4.30pm the current Old Fullerians side will play a friendly against a Sixth Form/Staff team from
Watford Grammar School for Boys.
At 6.00pm a buffet style meal will be available for all in attendance.
The Venue is the New Field in Coningesby Drive, former home of the club where the groundsman has offered to
mark us a pitch specially for the occasion - hopefully not as far from the pavilion as our old pitch.
The Cricket Club Bar and Pavilion will be open for shelter and refreshments throughout the afternoon and into
the evening providing the ideal environment to catch up with old friends.
For the younger kids, there will be a bouncy castle, for older kids there will be the opportunity, not only laugh at
their dads attempting to play football, but also to have a game themselves on the adjacent "all weather" pitch.
So if you haven't got an invite to the other big event that day at Westminster Abbey, consider yourself invited
to the New Field!

Treasurer's Note

The Annual Dinner
Josh Lewsey entertained a record crowd at
the Annual Dinner on Saturday 8th January.
More than 200 members gathered in the
school hall at where Old Fullerian Josh was
a guest speaker.

As you will be aware, the Association now banks
exclusively with the Allied Irish Bank. However,
due to recent corporate changes within the Bank,
they are closing their Watford Branch on 8 April
2011 making Uxbridge their nearest alternative to
any members on the General Committee! Clearly
this is unacceptable and so the decision has been
taken to move the Association's banking
arrangements to NatWest at the end of April 2011
once monies on the Fixed Term Deposit Account
mature on 28 April 2011.
In view of the above, you will be receiving a
notification from me advising you of the new
NatWest bank account details in case it is
necessary for you to amend your annual
subscription standing order payments (currently
£15.00 per year due on 1•April).

The England World Cup-winner was in good
form with a series of anecdotes which kept
members amused.

Whilst writing, Peter Holden, your Registrar, and I
would like to remind members that the annual
subscription is indeed now £15.00 so would those
that are still paying lesser amounts take this
opportunity to also amend the sum for future
subscriptions to £15.00 with immediate effect until
further notice.

Other guests at the function included the
chairman of Watford Borough Council, Alan
Burtenshaw, and former headmaster Sir
John Holman. John Williams, who recently
retired from his role as director of sport at
the school, also attended the evening.
Chairman Russell Deane gave a speech on
a wide range of subjects, including plans to
increase the number of members.

Thames River Trip
After a number of years, we will be re-introducing what
used to be an annual event.
The Date - Friday 22nd July.
The event - an evening trip on the river starting at
Windsor with and with a full buffet and licensed bar.
Further details will appear shortly on our website.
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South American Odyssey
Mark Twain wrote
“Twenty years from
now you will be more
disappointed by the
things you didn’t do
than by the ones you
did do. So throw off the
bowlines, sail away
from the safe harbour.
Catch the trade winds
in your sails. Explore.
Dream. Discover.”
Spurred on by this thought and my times
spent in the school Geography Room
listening to the dulcet tones of Messrs
Gower and Eyre, I undertook a trip to South
America last year to see at first hand some
of nature’s most stunning landscapes.
That, and the thought of 6 months on the
other side of the world ‘finding myself’
rather than getting down to that elusive
‘real job’ that my parents had been telling
me about finding since I had left university.
South America is a continent of contrasts
and extremes. In a matter of hours one can
take a bus from the highest city in the world
to the largest rainforest, travel on the most
vast of salt flats and take in the largest high
altitude lake. Its linguistics also

share a similar breadth and variety, with its
colonial heritage seen in Spanish,
Portuguese, French and English speaking
countries alongside a plethora of indigenous
tongues such as Quechua. Unfortunately
however, the contrasts don’t stop at its
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natural wonders and, travelling 3000 miles
from Buenos Aires to Bogota, the rich/poor
divide makes for shocking viewing. Indeed
the continent’s poorest country, Bolivia,
languishes near the bottom of the world’s
GDP rankings.
My trip kicked off in Argentina’s capital
Buenos Aires where, along with a university
friend I was travelling with, we began to
acclimatise to the continent. A bustling
metropolis, “BA” has a bad reputation both
abroad for its crime and at home for its
supposedly snooty ‘Porteño’ residents.
However, despite our non-existent Spanish
skills we found it an entertaining first stop
off, offering plenty of famous sights, not
least the football stadium El Monumental de
Nuñez, home to River Plate, the former club
of legends of the game such as Di Stefano
and Batistuta and once coached by a certain
Diego Simeone of David Beckham fame.
The only aspect of our trip that was set iin
stone when we arrived was an eight week
intensive Spanish course that quickly
followed our revelries in “BA”. We settled in
at a student residence in Argentina’s second
city Cordoba and enjoyed a thoroughly
memorable time learning Spanish during the
day and partying with the locals and fellow
travellers in the evenings. Despite the first
couple of weeks laughing at
incomprehensible jokes we soon got into the
swing of things, mixing with an eclectic
crowd of Europeans and Latin Americans
from all corners, from Brazil to Mexico and
beyond. If I wasn’t glad for the lessons of
Mesdames Lloyd and Davies in teaching me
the finer points of studying a new language
in my French lessons, I was certainly glad of
the smiling and nodding skills I mastered on
the school French exchange led by Mr
Green.
From Cordoba we headed north to Bolivia,
probably the most fascinating country of the
trip. The variety of landscapes on offer is
truly majestic and probably encapsulated by
one of the highlights of the tourist trail in
South America, a trip down the road
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from capital La Paz to Coroico affectionately
nicknamed “death road” - on a bike!
Starting at a chilly height of well over 4000
metres, the trip takes you down to around
1000 metres in only a couple of hours. Over
this short distance you travel from a height
that takes your breath away due to altitude
down into rainforest weather surrounded by
the flora and fauna commensurate with it.

From Bolivia we headed towards the
equator through Peru and Ecuador taking in
the obligatory site of Machu Picchu, on
route to one of our major destinations,
Colombia. Having been told specifically
not to go to there by my mother, I
was obviously intrigued to see what a
country that is ranked, by some, as
the second most dangerous country in
the world has to offer. Plagued by civil
unrest and armed insurgency you
might easily cross the country off your
holiday list as easily as you might countries
from the Middle East that accompany it in
the “Most Dangerous”
list. However, I found it to be a welcoming
place, extremely tourist friendly and whose
people were genuinely interested to meet
travellers who had come to see their
country.
The highlight of my month in the
country would have to be the 5 day
trek to the Lost City of the Tayronas,
which took us through stunning forest

scenery in areas that had been FARC
controlled only a few years ago and
are still heavily patrolled by the
Colombian army. A more esoteric
highlight on the other hand was a trip
around Medellin guided by a former
member of Pablo Escobar’s gang that
culminated in meeting the infamous
drug lord’s brother at his home and a
chance to sit in Don Pablo’s bulletproof car. Both these contrasting
experiences made Colombia a unique
place and markedly different from
anything I had experienced before.
So, to sum up my trip from the
Geography Room of the school main block
to the jungles of South America and back,
I’m not sure how
much dreaming
or discovering I
did but I
certainly
explored, saw
some amazing
sights and
thoroughly
enjoyed my time
there. If you get
the chance,
don’t look back
and be
disappointed,
pay a visit!
(99-06)
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Two School Chums Meet Up After A 55 Year Gap
The last time Mervyn Barham and Geoff Osbome met
was in 1955 in the 6th form at WBGS when Mr J B
Rigg was their form master in the Geography lecture
room.

time meal and drink (non-alcoholic for Merv). They
looked at, and compared their old school reports,
family photographs and congratulated each other on
both choosing Chemistry as
their profession. Inky Knight,
Jessie James and Spike Spicer
would have been well pleased
too. Mr Spicer was Merv's
Chemistry master and chess
master and Merv went on to be
school chess captain.

Merv; a 7th Day Adventist
taught chemistry in Ethiopia
and then moved to California
and spent 38 years in that
profession. Geoff became a
research chemist and worked
at The Building Research
Establishment for over 40
years. They were, and still are
both keen sportsmen. Merv has
been the Califomian
doubles tennis champion with his son Julian for many
years, whilst Geoff played cricket for the OFCC,
rugby for Fullerians R.C and golf for the Golf Society.
So there was much to talk about for the two chums,
both bom in 1936, when they got together in Luton at
Geoff's house with his wife Christine and the three
of them repaired to The Star pub in Chalton for a
lunch

This Photo shows the two 'old
boys', with named T Shirts
enjoying a coffee in The Star
pub. The down side for Geoff
was that Merv beat him at darts on his own dart board
in the Osbome conservatory. They plan to keep in
touch, as Geoff has done for many years with another
old boy from the school, Tom Miller, who also lives in
California and is coincidentally a good friend of
Mervyn and his family.

The Gym opens to Old Fullerians

Do you have an Association Tie?

With no VAT and no joining fee this is a good time to
join The Gym, the School's state-of-the-art fitness
suite available exclusively to Old Fullerians and
WBGS parents. The Gym is open weekdays after
school and each Saturday between 10.30am and
2.30pm. Membership costs just £20 per month.
More details are enclosed in your copy of the
Fullerian or at www.watfordboys.org. To register
your interest and book your place at the next Gym
induction, please email:
gym@watfordboys.herts.sch.uk

Harry Rée
In the last edition of Contact, enquiries were made
by a former master Jonathan Daube, for information,
memories etc. Of Harry Rée, who was of course
Headmaster of the School from 1951 to 1963.
Since that publication, I have located a DVD
produced by the Royal Air Force Film Production Unit
in 1946 which is part of the Imperial War Museum
official collection entitled “Now It Can Be Told”.
The DVD features Harry Rée replaying his wartime
role in front of the cameras and will I am sure be of
interest to many O.F.s and particularly to those who
were at the School during his Headship. The DVD
may be purchased through various DVD suppliers.

66

If not but would like one, why not contact
Guy Mapley (Tel 01442 843961) or order
via our website shop. Ties are available as
follows:
Striped with crest (polyester).........£8.00
Striped with crest (silk)...............£16.00
Black with crest (polyester)............£8.50
Price includes postage
Some members have enquired about
Association scarves, comments would be
welcome.

How I Met My Mentor
My acquaintance with Stephen Sondheim goes
back to the late 1970s when I was on a home
posting in the Diplomatic Service. He and I,
together with Leonard Bernstein, were among
the members of a small group of crossword buffs
solving the annual offerings of Apex (A Puzzle
Every Xmas), a retired carpenter in Croydon who
had the additional knack of putting words and
clues together in an inimitable style.

In one of my letters to Steve I mentioned that I
had introduced the cryptic crossword to Texas in
1972 when I was British Consul in Houston, as
part of a British Week there. He replied that he
had beaten me with his crosswords in New York
magazine in the late 1960's.
In 1978, knowing Steve's interest in wordplay, I
sent him my long palindromic poem, "Senile's
Reverie i' Reverse Lines", which he much admired.
When he was working on Sweeney Todd later that
year I followed up with my Victorian music hall
song, "I Can't Get Fat Like Father", as an example
of the genre popular at that time. He liked it, but
as he said, it was not quite right for the 1830's in
which his musical was set.
We corresponded from time to time, and after I
retired I used to send him my humorous poems
and song lyrics for his comments, which I found
very encouraging and helpful. I could not have
wished for a better mentor. He particularly
enjoyed parodies of other writers. He loved my
Cole Porter parody, "You're the Pits" (being the
response of the lady to her hapless suitor's
"You're the Top"), which was specially
commissioned by John Julius Norwich for his

Christmas Cracker, published in November 2009.
He wrote: "It's a wonderful idea and you've done
a spiffy job with it. Brilliant again!". Sondheim
celebrated his 80th birthday on 22 March 2010.
The National Theatre, at which several of his
masterworks have been performed, invited him to
a "Platform Talk" in the Olivier
Theatre on 17 February (the eve of my 83rd
birthday and my last cryptic crossword contributed
to the Times). On hearing of this I immediately
applied for a couple of seats, but it had already
been sold out. I wrote to Steve and he arranged
for me to have two house seats, so that I was able
to attend the event with my son Charles, who is a
member of the Pink Singers, a choir of 40 males
and 40 females with a very wide repertoire, who
have sung abroad as well as in numerous London
venues.
Interviewed by Jeremy Sams, Sondheim gave a
fascinating account of developments in the
musical theatre and his own part in them. He
remarked that he was glad to be back in Britain,
where several of his musicals had received a
better reception than they had on Broadway. He
thought that audiences here were perhaps more
discerning. "That's why I'm an Anglophile", he
chuckled.
After the interview Charles and I went round to
the Stage Door and were shown upstairs to the
backstage room where a terrific party was being
held in Steve's honour. He greeted me warmly,
and we had a good chat. He was interested to
hear that the 80 Pink Singers were going to
perform a four-part arrangement of "Send in the
Clowns" in the Cadogan Hall on 19 June!
I gave him my CD, "Fine Tuning", as a birthday
present. It consists of a ceremonial march
overture, ten songs representing different styles of
popular music in each decade of the 20th century,
and a lyric suite for violin and piano. It was issued
by Da Capo Music at the end of 2008 in their "New
Century Classics" series, NCC 2006, price £10. If
your record outlet doesn't stock it, I should be
glad to fill any orders post free from my home
address:
14 Blyth Road, Bromley, Kent BR1 3RX.
(38-45)

The Autumn Edition
The next edition of “Contact” is planned to be published in October so if you
have any contributions, please let me have them. “Contact” will be
accompanied by application forms for the 2012 annual dinner in the School
hall. This year’s dinner was a sell out so when you do receive the form, please
return it as soon as possible to maximise your chance of getting a place.
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A Letter to the Editor
Dear John,
Congratulations on the new publication! I was
particularly interested by Dick Hughes’s School
Memories as I too entered W.G.S. In 1933, but by
quite a different route as I was a “scholarship boy”.
Each year about 30 boys were granted free places
based on entrance exams from all the so-called
“elementary schools” in the area - quite a wide area,
not just Watford, as I recall colleagues from
Borehamwood, Bushey and Croxley Green. At that
time (1933) the school fee was £5 or so per term,
which was a considerable sum when many men were
earning only £2 per week. There was a “means test”
and some parents paid part of the fee.
We all started in form IIIB with “Dreamy” Merrett as
our form master, a most kindly man who gently
introduced us to the mysteries of the School. He took
us for maths and science, plus geography which was his
main subject.
History with Chadwick was always lively - he always
spent the last ten minutes of the period(last one
Friday morning) explaining the finer points of rugger we all came from soccer playing schools. The lesson
was usually interrupted by a barrel organ on
Rickmansworth Road. (Being a thoroughly weedy boy

excused all games, I never touched a rugby ball in my
seven years at W.G.S.!)
At the end of the year, we were mixed in with IIIA to
produce IVA under “Rocket” Stevenson and IVB under
Chadwick. Sadly he died fighting in the Spanish Civil
War in 1936. These two forms were set up to be of
about equal calibre. Then at the end of the
year we
were once again re-arranged as VA an VB according to
our bias towards “science” or “languages”.
The School was a new experience for many of us Thursday was a favourite day - steak and kidney pie.
My other memories of 1933-1939 are similar to Dick’s
and need not be repeated.
Like Dick, I will write about 1939 onwards later - if
the above is of any interest.
Thank you for an interesting magazine
Yours sincerely
(33-40)
P.S. This piece should have been written earlier
We were introduced to French by “Beaver” Milne - his
goatee beard impressed us all. We began to grasp a
little French by the use of a book containing
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears” in French!
“Il y avait - - -”

Terry Seabrooke (1932-2011)
Born and raised in Watford, Old Fullerian Terry Seabrooke who died in January, hadn't always been a
world-class comedy magician! He excelled at track athletics, captaining Watford Harriers and became
the County Champion in the quarter and half mile events. Having always been interested in magic and
entertainment, the first magic book he owned was "The Conjurer Vade Mecum" by J. F. Orrins.
Following his National Service he began a career in banking and insurance. Whilst conducting an
insurance inspection, he found the claimant to be Billy McComb, who was a major influence on his
decision in his mid-thirties to permanently change careers. "There was more satisfaction performing on
the nightclub and cabaret circuit", Terry says, then jokingly adds, "besides, they (his banking employers)
didn't like me taking the samples home!"
A more complete appreciation of his life can be found on our website.

John Holloway (1925-2011)
John Holloway, the well respected Watford chartered surveyor, died on 13
December at the age of 85. John was a member of the Old Fullerians
Association for many years.
John attended Chater School then Watford Grammar School from 1936 to 1943,
where, among other things, he was involved in school dramatics. He often
recalled performing in the school production of Henry V in 1942 alongside
O•G•Green and Terry Scott.
A full appreciation of John’s life can be seen on our website.
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